Friar Manrique is taken for a Slaver
justice. Two clerks took down their names and the particulars of
their defence.
i Have you any acquaintances in the city,5 nowasked the Magis-
trate, ' people who can testify to your identity and bona fides?'
Trigueros replied regretfully that they had not.
'Yet, perhaps/ said the other, 'I can find you witnesses. There
are merchants here who trade with Hugh and Banja. Maybe, they
will be able to throw light on the matter.'
A messenger was sent and presently three Mohammedan mer-
chants of standing arrived. After a little conversation with the
Magistrate one of them came up to Manrique and spoke to him in
Portuguese. Naming some of the leading Portuguese at Hugli and
testing Manrique's knowledge of them, he explained that the
vicar of Banja—there was an Augustinian house there—was a
particular friend of his. He had even sent his son to him to be
taught Portuguese. If Manrique would now write to him, and if
he replied that he knew "Him to be a friar of his Order, that would
probably suffice to ensure an acquittal.
This was wonderful news, wonderful luck. Manrique wrote the
letter at once and Trigueros was also enabled to write for refer-
ences. Till these came, said the Magistrate, they would have to go
to gaol. The merchant offered bail, but the Magistrate replied that
the alleged offence was non-bailable and that he had no alterna-
tive but to commit them to prison.
4 We are so worn out,' pleaded Manrique, 'that if we are left
chained in the common dungeon, we can hardly hope to survive
until our references have been taken up.'
The merchant here intervened, saying that he would under-
take to see they were well treated in the gaol. When they had
been duly committed, he accompanied them and on arrival took
the gaoler aside and, no doubt, tipped him. Their chains were
struck off, beds were procured, a doctor was summoned and their
wounds treated.
It took nine days for the answers to come from Banja. There
were two letters, one from the vicar and the other from the cap-
tain of the resident Portuguese traders. They were both entirely
satisfactory. The City Magistrate immediately allowed bail, and
Manrique and his companions were accommodated in the mer-
chant's house. Their formal acquittal followed after a few more
formalities. The Headman was ordered to pay two hundred rupees
in damages. This he immediately did and Manrique made himself
very popular by declining to take the monev* declarinrr that oil

